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DETAILED ACTION 



Election/Restrictions 

1 . Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1,3-21 &26-31 are, drawn to the load bearing apparatus, 
classified in class 224, subclass 266. 

II. Claims 32 - 34 are, drawn to the method for distributing weight of the load 
over a user to facilitate manual transport of the load, classified in class 
206, subclass unknown. 



2. Inventions Group 1 and Group 2 are related as product and process of use. The 
inventions can be shown to be distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1 ) 
the process for using the product as claimed can be practiced with another materially 
different product or (2) the product as claimed can be used in a materially different 
process of using that product. See MPEP § 806.05(h). In the instant case the process 
as claimed can be practiced with another materially different product such as a shoulder 
and back gun holster. 

3. During a telephone conversation with Kirton & McConkie Law Firm on September 
15, 2006 a provisional election was made with traverse to prosecute the invention of 
Group 1 , claims 1,3-21 & 26 - 31 . Affirmation of this election must be made by 
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applicant in replying to this Office action. Claims 32 - 34 were withdrawn from further 
consideration by the examiner, 37 CFR 1 .142(b), as being drawn to a non-elected 
invention. 

4. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one 
or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a request under 37 CFR 1.48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1.1 7(i). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claims 1, 3 - 6, 15, 19, 20 & 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by McCumber (U.S. Patent Number 5749010). McCumber discloses the 
central rib (24) (See Figure 1) to distribute the weight corresponding to the load (12) 
over the back of the user (14, 26 & 28) (See Figure 1); the stabilizing arm (22') coupled 
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to the central rib (24) to stabilize the load (12) with respect to the user (14, 26 & 28); 
and the opposing arm (22) coupled to the supporting rib (24), wherein the stabilizing 
arm (22') and the opposing arm (22) further comprise specific contours comprising the 
dorsal segment and the anterior segment, and wherein the opposing arm (22) 
comprises the lateral extension (See Figure 1) that extends from the anterior segment 
(See Figures 1 & 2). 

Regarding claim 3, McCumber further discloses the central rib (24) is 
substantially rigid (See Figures 1 & 2). 

Regarding claim 4, McCumber further discloses the opposing arm (22) 
substantially counterbalances the stabilizing arm (22') such that the weight 
corresponding to the load (12) is substantially evenly distributed over the central rib (24) 
(See Figure 1). 

Regarding claim 5, McCumber further discloses the stabilizing arm (22') is 
coupled to one end of the central rib (24) (See Figure 1), and wherein the opposing arm 
(22) is coupled to the opposite end of the central rib (24) (See Figure 1 ). 

Regarding claim 6, McCumber further discloses the stabilizing arm (22') and the 
opposing arm (22) are substantially rigid (See Figures 1 & 2). 
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Regarding claim 15, McCumber further discloses the load bearing apparatus (10) 
comprises the unitary assembly (See Column 2, lines 12-18) (See Figures 1 , 2, 3 & 6). 

Regarding claim 19, McCumber further discloses the load (12) capable of being 
supported by the user (14, 26 & 28); and the unitary should frame assembly (See 
Figures 1, 2, 3 & 6) coupled to the load (12) (See Figure 2), the shoulder frame shoulder 
frame comprising: the central rib (24) (See Figure 1) to distribute the weight 
corresponding to the load (12) over the back of the user (14, 26 & 28) (See Figure 1); 
the stabilizing arm (22') coupled to the central rib (24) to stabilize the load (12) with 
respect to the user (14, 26 & 28); and the opposing arm (22) coupled to the supporting 
rib (24), wherein the stabilizing arm (22') and the opposing arm (22) further comprise 
specific contours comprising the dorsal segment and the anterior segment, and wherein 
the opposing arm (22) comprises the lateral extension (See Figure 1) that extends from 
the anterior segment (See Figures 1 & 2). 

Regarding claim 20, McCumber further discloses the opposing arm (22) 
substantially counterbalances the stabilizing arm (22') such that the weight 
corresponding to the load (12) is substantially evenly distributed over the central rib (24) 
(See Figure 1). 

Regarding claim 21 , McCumber further discloses the unitary shoulder frame 
assembly is substantially rigid (See Figures 1 , 2, 3 & 6). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claim 7, 8, 1 1 & 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over MCCumber (U.S. Patent Number 5749010) in view of Mattox (U.S. Patent Number 
6652431 ). McCumber discloses the invention substantially as claimed. McCumber 
discloses the stabilizing arm (22') and the opposing arm (22) (See Figures 1 & 2). 

However, McCumber does not disclose the at least one cushioning support 
coupled to the underside surface of the stabilizing arm and the opposing arm. 

Mattox teaches at least one cushioning (32) support coupled to the underside 
surface of the stabilizing arm (30) and the opposing arm (30) (See Figure 1 & 2) for the 
purpose of providing additional comfort. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make at least one cushioning support coupled to the underside 
surface of the stabilizing arm and the opposing arm as taught by Mattox with the load 
bearing apparatus of McCumber in order to enhance additional comfort. 
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Regarding claim 8, McCumber discloses the invention substantially as claimed. 
However, McCumber does not disclose at least one cushioning support coupled to the 
underside surface of the central rib. 

Mattox teaches at least one cushioning support (34) coupled to the underside 
surface of the central rib (31 ) (See Figures 1 , 2, 5 & 6) for the purpose of providing 
additional neck comfort and support. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make at least one cushioning support coupled to the underside 
surface of the central rib as taught by Mattox with the load bearing apparatus of 
McCumber in order to enhance additional neck comfort and support. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , McCumber discloses attachment means coupled to at least 
one of the stabilizing arm (22') (See Column 3, lines 51 - 55) (See Figures 1 & 2) and 
the opposing arm (22) to facilitate attaching (See Figure 5) the load bearing apparatus 
(10) (See Figures 1 -3). 

However, McCumber does not disclose attachment means coupled to at least 
one of the central rib. 

Mattox teaches attachment means (24) (See Figure 3) to at least one of the 
central rib (16) (See Figure 3) for the purpose of providing multi-functional capabilities. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the attachment means to at least one of the central rib as 
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taught by Mattox with the load bearing apparatus of McCumber in order to enhance 
multi-functional capabilities. 

Regarding claim 27, McCumber discloses in invention substantially as claimed. 
However, McCumber does not disclose the shoulder frame assembly further comprising 
at least one cushioning support coupled to the underside surface thereof. 

Mattox teaches the shoulder frame assembly (10) (See Figures 1 & 2) further 
comprises with at least one cushioning support (32 & 34) coupled to the underside 
surface thereof (See Figure 1 & 2) for the purpose of providing additional comfort. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the shoulder frame assembly further comprised with at 
least one cushioning support coupled to the underside thereof as taught by Mattox with 
the load bearing apparatus of McCumber in order to enhance additional comfort. 

9. Claims 9 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
McCumber (U.S. Patent Number 5749010) in view of Sheppard (U.S. Patent Number 
5746705). McCumber discloses the invention substantially as claimed. 

However, McCumber does not disclose the stabilizing arm is adjustably coupled 
to the central rib. 
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Sheppard teaches the stabilizing arm (See Figure 3) is adjustably (10 & 13) 
coupled to the central rib (See Column 3, lines 12-24) (See Figures 1 - 3) for the 
purpose of accommodating various size users. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the stabilizing arm adjustably coupled to the central rib as 
taught by Sheppard with the load bearing apparatus of McCumber in order to enhance 
accommodate various size users. 

Regarding claim 10, McCumber discloses the invention substantially as claimed. 
However, McCumber does not disclose at least one opposing arm adjustably coupled to 
the central rib. 

Sheppard teaches at least one opposing arm (See Figure 3) is adjustably (10 & 
13) coupled to the central rib (7) (See Column 3, lines 12-24) (See Figures 1 - 3) for 
the purpose of accommodating various size users. 

10. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
McCumber (U.S. Patent Number 5749010) in view of Godshaw et al., (U.S. Patent 
Publication Number 2002 / 0145027 A1 ). McCumber discloses the invention 
substantially as claimed. McCumber discloses attachment means coupled to at least 
one of the stabilizing arm (22') (See Column 3, lines 51 - 55) (See Figures 1 & 2) and 
the opposing arm (22) to facilitate attaching (See Figure 5) the load bearing apparatus 
(10) (See Figures 1 -3). 
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However, McCumber does not disclose attachment means coupled to at least 
one of the central rib. 

Godshaw et al., teaches attachment means (See Figures 5 & 6) to at least one of 
the central rib (98) (See Figures 5 & 6) for the purpose of providing multi-functional 
capabilities. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the attachment means to at least one of the central rib as 
taught by Godshaw et al., with the load bearing apparatus of McCumber in order to 
enhance multi-functional capabilities. 

11. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
McCumber (U.S. Patent Number 5749010) in view of Mattox (U.S. Patent Number 
6652431) as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Knoerzer (U.S. Patent 
Number 966562). McCumber discloses the invention substantially as claimed. 

However, McCumber as modified does not disclose the attachments means is 
configured to receive the support strap assembly, wherein the support strap assembly 
may be disposed between each of the load bearing apparatus and the load. 

Knoerzer teaches the attachment means (17) is configured to receive the support 
strap assembly (20) (See Figure 2), wherein the support strap assembly (20) may be 
disposed between each of the load bearing apparatus (10) and the load (See Page 1, 
Column 1 , Iines55 - 56 & Page 1 , Column 2, lines 1-2) for the purpose of providing 
various length flexibility. 
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It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the attachments means configured to receive the support 
strap assembly, wherein the support strap assembly may be disposed between each of 
the load bearing apparatus and the load as taught by Sheppard with the load bearing 
apparatus of McCumber in order to enhance accommodate various size users. 

12. Claims 13, 14, 16, 17, 18, 26, 28, 29, 30 & 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over McCumber (U.S. Patent Number 5749010) in view of 
Mattox (U.S. Patent Number 6652431), Knoerzer (U.S. Patent Number 966562) and 
Godshaw et al., (U.S. Patent Publication Number 2002 / 0145027 A1 ). McCumber 
discloses the central rib (24) (See Figure 1) to distribute the weight corresponding to the 
load (12) over the user (14, 26 & 28) (See Figure 1); 

the stabilizing arm (22') coupled to the central rib (24) to stabilize the load (12) 
with respect to the user (14, 26 & 28); 

the opposing arm (22) coupled to the supporting rib (24), wherein the stabilizing 
arm (22') and the opposing arm (22) further comprise specific contours comprising the 
dorsal segment and the anterior segment, and wherein the opposing arm (22) 
comprises the lateral extension (See Figure 1) that extends from the anterior segment 
(See Figures 1 & 2); 

attachment means (74) coupled to at least one of the stabilizing arm (22') (See 
Column 3, lines 51 - 55) (See Figures 1 & 2) and the opposing arm (22) to facilitate 
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attaching (See Figure 5) the load (12) to the load bearing apparatus (10) (See Figures 1 
-3). 

However, McCumber does not disclose attachment means coupled to at least 
one of the central rib. 

Mattox teaches attachment means (24) (See Figure 3) to at least one of the 
central rib (16) (See Figure 3) for the purpose of providing multi-functional capabilities. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the attachment means to at least one of the central rib as 
taught by Mattox with the load bearing apparatus of McCumber in order to enhance 
multi-functional capabilities; 

However, McCumber does not disclose the support strap assembly may be 
disposed between each of the load bearing apparatus and the load. 

Knoerzer teaches the support strap assembly (20) (See Figure 2) may be 
disposed between each of the load bearing apparatus (10) and the load (See Page 1, 
Column 1 , Iines55 - 56 & Page 1 , Column 2, lines 1 - 2) for the purpose of providing a 
variety of length and flexibility. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the support strap assembly may be disposed between 
each of the load bearing apparatus and the load as taught by Sheppard with the load 
bearing apparatus of McCumber in order to enhance accommodate various size users. 
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However, McCumber does not disclose the support strap assembly comprises at 
least one dorsal strap attached to the central rib and at least one anterior strap attached 
to at least one of the stabilizing arm and the opposing arm. 

Godshaw et al., teaches the support strap assembly (See Figures 5) comprises 
at least one dorsal strap (110) (See Figures 5 & 6) attached to the central rib (98) (See 
Figure 5) and at least one anterior strap (104) attached to at least one of the stabilizing 
arm (See Figure 5) and the opposing arm (96) (See Paragraphs 0028, 0029 & 0030) 
(See Figures 5 & 6) for the purpose of providing a balance support system. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the support strap assembly comprises at least one dorsal 
strap attached to the central rib and at least one anterior strap attached to at least one 
of the stabilizing arm and the opposing arm as taught by Godshaw et al., with the load 
bearing apparatus of McCumber in order to enhance a balance support system. 

Regarding claim 14, McCumber discloses the central rib (24) (See Figure 1) to 
distribute the weight corresponding to the load (12) over the user (14, 26 & 28) (See 
Figure 1); 

the stabilizing arm (22') coupled to the central rib (24) to stabilize the load (12) 
with respect to the user (14, 26 & 28); 

the opposing arm (22) coupled to the supporting rib (24), wherein the stabilizing 
arm (22') and the opposing arm (22) further comprise specific contours comprising the 
dorsal segment and the anterior segment, and wherein the opposing arm (22) 
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comprises the lateral extension (See Figure 1) that extends from the anterior segment 
(See Figures 1 & 2); 

attachment means (74) coupled to at least one of the stabilizing arm (22') (See 
Column 3, lines 51 - 55) (See Figures 1 & 2) and the opposing arm (22) to facilitate 
attaching (See Figure 5) the load (12) to the load bearing apparatus (10) (See Figures 1 
-3). 

However, McCumber does not disclose attachment means coupled to at least 
one of the central rib. 

Mattox teaches attachment means (24) (See Figure 3) to at least one of the 
central rib (16) (See Figure 3) for the purpose of providing multi-functional capabilities. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the attachment means to at least one of the central rib as 
taught by Mattox with the load bearing apparatus of McCumber in order to enhance 
multi-functional capabilities; 

However, McCumber does not disclose the support strap assembly may be 
disposed between each of the load bearing apparatus and the load. 

Knoerzer teaches the support strap assembly (20) (See Figure 2) may be 
disposed between each of the load bearing apparatus (10) and the load (See Page 1, 
Column 1 , Iines55 - 56 & Page 1 , Column 2, lines 1 - 2) for the purpose of providing a 
variety of lengths and flexibility. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the support strap assembly may be disposed between 
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each of the load bearing apparatus and the load as taught by Sheppard with the load 
bearing apparatus of McCumber in order to enhance accommodate various size users. 

However, McCumber does not disclose at least one anterior strap attached to the 
opposing arm and wherein the opposing arm has the length longer than the length 
corresponding to the stabilizing arm, such that the load may be distributed substantially 
diagonally over the surface area of the user. 

Godshaw et al., teaches at least one anterior strap (104) attached to the 
opposing arm (96) and wherein the opposing arm (96) has the length longer than the 
length corresponding to the stabilizing arm (94), such that the load (60 & 80) may be 
distributed substantially diagonally over the surface area of the user (See Paragraphs 
0028 & 0029). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make at least one anterior strap attached to the opposing arm 
and wherein the opposing arm has the length longer than the length corresponding to 
the stabilizing arm, such that the load may be distributed substantially diagonally over 
the surface area of the user as taught by Godshaw et al., with the load bearing 
apparatus of McCumber in order to enhance a balance support system. 

Regarding claim 16, McCumber discloses the invention substantially as claimed. 
However, McCumber does not disclose the stabilizing arm and opposing arm are 
adjustably coupled to the central rib. 
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Sheppard teaches the opposing arm (See Figure 3) is adjustably (10 & 13) 
coupled to the central rib (7) (See Column 3, lines 12-24) (See Figures 1 - 3) for the 
purpose of accommodating various size users. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the stabilizing arm adjustably coupled to the central rib, 
since it has been held that mere duplication of the essential working parts of a device 
involves only routine skill in the art. St. Regis Paper Co. v. Bemis Co., 193 USPQ 8. 

Regarding claim 17, McCumber discloses the invention substantially as claimed. 
However, McCumber does not disclose the central rib comprising the substantially 
planar surface that substantially conforms to the upper surface of the user's back. 

Godshaw et al., teaches the central rib (98) comprising the substantially planar 
surface that substantially conforms to the upper surface of the user's back (See Figures 
5& 6) for the purpose of providing ergonomic comfort. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the central rib comprise the substantially planar surface 
that substantially conforms to the upper surface of the user's back as taught by 
Godshaw with the load bearing apparatus of McCumber in order to enhance ergonomic 
comfort. 

Regarding claim 18, McCumber discloses the invention substantially as claimed. 
However, McCumber does not disclose the stabilizing arm and the opposing arm 



Application/Control Number: 10/757,062 Page 17 

Art Unit: 3727 

comprising the substantially planar surface that substantially conforms to at least one of 
the user's shoulders. 

Godshaw et al., teaches the stabilizing arm (94) and the opposing arm (96) 
comprising the substantially planar surface (See Figures 5 & 6) that substantially 
conforms to at least one of the user's shoulders (See Figures 5 & 6) for the purpose of 
providing ergonomic comfort. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the stabilizing arm and the opposing arm comprises the 
substantially planar surface that substantially conforms to at least one of the user's 
shoulders as taught by Godshaw with the load bearing apparatus of McCumber in order 
to enhance ergonomic comfort. 

Regarding claim 26, McCumber discloses the invention substantially as claimed. 
However, McCumber does not disclose the shoulder frame assembly further comprising 
the substantially planar surface substantially conforming to the user's shoulder and 
back. 

Godshaw et al., teaches the shoulder frame (See Figures 5 & 6) comprising the 
substantially planar surface (See Figures 5 & 6) substantially conforming to the users' 
shoulder and back (See Figures 5 & 6) for the purpose of providing ergonomic comfort. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the shoulder frame assembly further comprising the 
substantially planar surface substantially conforming to the user's shoulder and back as 
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taught by Godshaw with the load bearing apparatus of McCumber in order to enhance 
ergonomic comfort. 

Regarding claim 28, McCumber discloses the invention substantially as claimed. 
McCumber discloses attachment means (74) coupled to at least the stabilizing arm (22') 
and the opposing arm (22) (See Figure 5) to facilitate attaching the load (12) to the 
shoulder frame assembly (10) (See Figures 1, 2, 3, 5 & 6). 

However, McCumber does not disclose attachment means coupled to at least 
one of the central rib. 

Godshaw et al., teaches attachment means coupled to at least one of the central 
rib (98) (See Figures 5 & 6) for the purpose of providing multi-functional capabilities. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the attachment means coupled to at least one of the 
central rib as taught by Godshaw et al., with the system of McCumber in order to 
enhance multi-functional capabilities. 

Regarding claim 29, McCumber discloses the invention substantially as claimed. 
However, McCumber does not disclose the attachment means comprises the support 
strap assembly. 

Godshaw et al., teaches the attachment means comprises the support strap 
assembly (110) (See Paragraphs 0029 & 0030) (See Figures 5 & 6) for the purpose of 
providing adjustment flexibility. 
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It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the attachment means comprise of the support strap 
assembly as taught by Godshaw et al., with the system of McCumber in order to 
enhance adjustability and flexibility. 

Regarding claim 30, McCumber discloses the invention substantially as claimed. 
However, McCumber does not disclose the support strap assembly comprising at least 
one dorsal strap attached to the central rib and at least one anterior strap attached to at 
least one of the stabilizing arm and the opposing arm. 

Godshaw et al., teaches the support strap assembly (110) (See Figures 5 & 6) 
comprises at least one dorsal strap (1 10) attached to the central rib (98) and at least 
one anterior strap (104) attached to at least one of the stabilizing arm (94) and the 
opposing arm (96) (See Figures 5 & 6) for the purpose of providing multi-functional 
capabilities. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the support strap assembly comprising at least one dorsal 
strap attached to the central rib and at least one anterior strap attached to at least one 
of the stabilizing arm and the opposing arm as taught by Godshaw et al., with the 
system of McCumber in order to enhance multi-functional capabilities. 

Regarding claim 31, McCumber further discloses the load (12) capable of being 
supported by the user (14, 26 & 28); and the unitary should frame assembly (See 
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Figures 1, 2, 3 & 6) coupled to the load (12) (See Figure 2), the shoulder frame shoulder 
frame comprising: the central rib (24) (See Figure 1) to distribute the weight 
corresponding to the load (12) over the back of the user (14, 26 & 28) (See Figure 1); 
the stabilizing arm (22') coupled to the central rib (24) to stabilize the load (12) with 
respect to the user (14, 26 & 28); and the opposing arm (22) coupled to the supporting 
rib (24), wherein the stabilizing arm (22') and the opposing arm (22) further comprise 
specific contours comprising the dorsal segment and the anterior segment, and wherein 
the opposing arm (22) comprises the lateral extension (See Figure 1 ) that extends from 
the anterior segment (See Figures 1 & 2); and 

Wherein the discloses attachment means (74) coupled to at least the stabilizing 
arm (22') and the opposing arm (22) (See Figure 5) to facilitate attaching the load (12) 
to the shoulder frame assembly (10) (See Figures 1, 2, 3, 5 & 6). 

However, McCumber does not disclose attachment means coupled to at least 
one of the central rib. 

Godshaw et al., teaches attachment means coupled to at least one of the central 
rib (98) (See Figures 5 & 6) for the purpose of providing multi-functional capabilities. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the attachment means coupled to at least one of the 
central rib as taught by Godshaw et aL, with the system of McCumber in order to 
enhance multi-functional capabilities. 

However, McCumber does not disclose the attachment means comprises the 
support strap assembly. 
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Godshaw et al., teaches the attachment means comprises the support strap 
assembly (1 1 0) (See Paragraphs 0029 & 0030) (See Figures 5 & 6) for the purpose of 
providing adjustment flexibility. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the attachment means comprise of the support strap 
assembly as taught by Godshaw et al., with the system of McCumber in order to 
enhance adjustability and flexibility. 

However, McCumber does not disclose the support strap assembly comprising at 
least one dorsal strap attached to the central rib and at least one anterior strap attached 
to at least one of the stabilizing arm and the opposing arm. 

Godshaw et al., teaches the support strap assembly (110) (See Figures 5 & 6) 
comprises at least one dorsal strap (110) attached to the central rib (98) and at least 
one anterior strap (104) attached to at least one of the stabilizing arm (94) and the 
opposing arm (96) (See Figures 5 & 6) for the purpose of providing multi-functional 
capabilities. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the support strap assembly comprising at least one dorsal 
strap attached to the central rib and at least one anterior strap attached to at least one 
of the stabilizing arm and the opposing arm as taught by Godshaw et al., with the 
system of McCumber in order to enhance multi-functional capabilities. 

However, McCumber does not disclose at least one anterior strap attached to the 
opposing arm and wherein the opposing arm has the length longer than the length 
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corresponding to the stabilizing arm, such that the load may be distributed substantially 
diagonally over the surface area of the user. 

Godshaw et al., teaches at least one anterior strap (104) attached to the 
opposing arm (96) and wherein the opposing arm (96) has the length longer than the 
length corresponding to the stabilizing arm (94), such that the load (60 & 80) may be 
distributed substantially diagonally over the surface area of the user (See Paragraphs 
0028 & 0029). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make at least one anterior strap attached to the opposing arm 
and wherein the opposing arm has the length longer than the length corresponding to 
the stabilizing arm, such that the load may be distributed substantially diagonally over 
the surface area of the user as taught by Godshaw et al., with the load bearing 
apparatus of McCumber in order to enhance a balance support system. 

Conclusion 

13. Applicant is duly reminded that a complete response must satisfy the 
requirements of 37 C.F. R. 1.111, including: "The reply must present arguments pointing 
out the specific distinctions believed to render the claims, including any newly presented 
claims, patentable over any applied references. A general allegation that the claims 
"define a patentable invention" without specifically pointing out how the language of the 
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claims patentably distinguishes them from the references does not comply with the 
requirements of this section. Moreover, "The prompt development of a clear Issue 
requires that the replies of the applicant meet the objections to and rejections of the 
.claims/' Applicant should also specifically point out the support for any amendments 
made to the disclosure. See MPEP 2163.06 ll(A), MPEP 2163.06 and MPEP 714.02. 
The "disclosure" includes the claims, the specification and the drawings. 

14. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lester L. Vanterpool whose telephone number is 571- 

272- 8028. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday (8:30 - 5:00) 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan Newhouse can be reached on 571-272-4544. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/757,062 



Page 24 



Art Unit: 3727 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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